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house sits on. It was open to homeless 
veterans. It provided a variety of serv-
ices. This event is an opportunity for 
Americans to help Americans, Ameri-
cans giving respect and dignity to their 
veterans who are down on their luck 
and in many cases homeless. 

It is believed there are approxi-
mately 1,800 homeless veterans in Kan-
sas City, Missouri’s largest city. This 
year 800 homeless veterans attended 
the Stand Down and received assist-
ance from 500 volunteers. It was a won-
derful opportunity to meet and visit 
with veterans who proudly served the 
United States of America, and I want 
to also say at this time it was a proud 
opportunity for me to thank the volun-
teers who forfeited their time to make 
a difference. 

One of the most popular contributors 
was Big Bubba’s Barbecue, who fed a 
delicious barbecue lunch to over 700 
people on Saturday. Grants were pro-
vided by Best Buy, At Home America, 
and the U.S. Department of Labor. 
These grants, combined with donations 
and countless volunteer hours, ensured 
that the Stand Down would be able to 
provide the necessary assistance to our 
homeless veterans. 

When a homeless veteran arrives, 
they know that they will be greeted 
with respect and provided with shelter, 
shoes, showers, haircuts, blankets, 
clothing and hygiene products. Each 
veteran is given medical health 
screenings, eye care, dental care and if 
the veteran does not have identifica-
tion, they are provided with a picture 
ID, assistance with legal problems, VA 
benefit counseling, general benefits 
counseling, including Social Security, 
food stamps, local health and human 
services, substance abuse counseling, 
mental health counseling, employment 
services which include job referrals, 
employment counseling, as well as 
housing services. 

I wish the entire Nation could have 
seen Kansas City turn out to pay re-
spect to their veterans and to provide 
them with care. I truly appreciate and 
congratulate the Vet Center, 
AmeriCorps Vista volunteers and the 
Stand Down steering committee for a 
job well done. If this is done all over 
America the way it was done in the 
Fifth District of Missouri, our veterans 
will know that we really do care. 
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HOUSE DEMOCRATS’ TOP 100 
BROKEN PROMISES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I appre-
ciate this and I appreciate the minor-
ity leader asking me to lead this hour 
tonight. 

I am going to have next to me here a 
little poster that I’m going to keep up 
during my talk. I am joined by a couple 
of my colleagues that I will recognize 

in just a few minutes. I have been 
blessed to be a part of an organization 
and a group that has come here on the 
House floor in the last 18 months or so 
called the Truth Squad, led very ably 
by our colleague, Dr. PRICE from Geor-
gia. I think that we will add to our 
Truth Squad on a regular basis the 
group that will be talking about the 
House Democrats’ Top 100 Broken 
Promises. 

Last fall, the Democrats won a ma-
jority in this Congress, in the House 
and in the Senate, by making many 
promises to the American people. They 
have not kept these promises. At the 
beginning of the 110th Congress, the 
new majority came to power full of 
promises for a bipartisan working rela-
tionship and a landmark pledge to cre-
ate ‘‘the most honest, most open and 
most ethical Congress in history.’’ Un-
fortunately, the first 6 months of 
Democratic control have been marked 
by a long string of broken promises. 
Contrary to the pledges they made to 
the American people, the leaders of the 
current majority have delivered a more 
closed, intellectually dishonest, and 
ethically ambivalent House of Rep-
resentatives. By decree instead of open 
debate, Democrats have attempted to 
weaken our national defense and legis-
late retreat from the global war on ter-
ror, impose the largest tax increase in 
American history, propose the most in-
discriminate wasteful spending this 
Congress has seen in decades, craft 
multi-billion dollar slush funds for se-
cret earmarks, make gas prices worse 
by raising taxes and increasing regula-
tion, and cut Medicare at a time when 
our seniors are enjoying large savings 
in their prescription drug medicines. 
This is the wrong direction for the 
American people. 

I am quoting from a new report that 
the offices of the Republican leaders 
have put together and will continue to 
do that throughout my comments to-
night. 

At the 6-month mark of the new ma-
jority, the report takes a look at the 
House Democrats’ top 100 promises and 
how those broken promises have led to 
little if any accomplishments of note 
and a record of failure that has under-
mined the confidence of the American 
people in this Congress. As I said ear-
lier, this report complements efforts 
that have been made by other House 
Republicans, including the Official 
Truth Squad, and the Truth Squad has 
been holding Democrats accountable 
for their promises. We’re going to go 
over these promises one by one, point 
them out to the American people and 
show them what has not happened even 
though the Democrats made these 
promises in order to get elected last 
fall. 

Let me start with Democratic Prom-
ise No. 1: Prepared to Govern and 
Ready to Lead: ‘‘Democrats are pre-
pared to govern and ready to lead.’’ 
Speaker-Elect NANCY PELOSI, D-CA, in 
a press release, November 8, 2006. 

Now, let me tell you what the report 
is on that promise from the Chicago 

Tribune. The headline on the article, 
‘‘Democrats Promised Way More Than 
They’ve Delivered So Far.’’ June 21, 
2007. And this is the quote from that 
article: ‘‘Six months after taking over 
Congress, Democrats find they have ac-
complished little of their agenda. Per-
haps not coincidentally, Congress’s job 
approval rating has reached a dramatic 
low. If they can’t reverse the trend, 
some Democrats are starting to worry 
their majority could be short-lived.’’ 

Well, for the benefit of the American 
people who counted on the promises 
that the Democrats made and who 
promised a new bipartisan approach to 
governing, and with our assistance we 
could have accomplished a great deal 
in this 6 months, but because they have 
refused to uphold their promises, they 
have not been able to fulfill much, if 
anything. 

I would now like to recognize one of 
my colleagues who’s here with us to-
night who’s going to expand upon some 
of these promises and talk a little bit 
about how they have affected the 
American people and perhaps particu-
larly those in her district, the 
gentlelady from Florida, Ms. GINNY 
BROWN-WAITE. 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentlelady from North 
Carolina. 

I think Americans are disappointed. I 
think with the change in leadership in 
the House of Representatives as well as 
in the Senate, the people thought 
things were going to be improved. Kind 
of like when you buy a new container 
of detergent, it might say New and Im-
proved. Well, I have to say, it’s not im-
proved and it certainly isn’t new. 

We were promised transparency. As 
you know, the gentlelady from North 
Carolina, if you recall, we had some 
language about making all earmarks 
transparent when we were in charge, 
when the Republicans were in charge. 
Well, a week and a half ago on this 
very floor, we found out that that 
promise of transparency was broken 
and the promise of transparency in ear-
marks just didn’t happen. As a matter 
of fact, we were going to be asked to 
vote on a bill that we had no idea what 
the earmarks were going to be in. We 
would be told that when it came back 
from conference. 

Well, that clearly, as my momma 
used to say, was buying a pig in a poke. 
You didn’t know what you were getting 
and it was a very bad public policy. 
One of the Democrat promises was that 
they were going to promote smart and 
tough security. Let me read a direct 
quote: ‘‘Democrats are committed to 
protecting our country with real secu-
rity initiatives that are smart and 
tough,’’ then Minority Leader NANCY 
PELOSI said in a press release on Octo-
ber 25, 2006, before the November elec-
tions. 

Well, what we find is that the Demo-
crats brought legislation to the House 
floor supporting the transfer of respon-
sibility for a critical national security 
program to, of all entities, the United 
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Nations. And then 230 Democrats voted 
against a Republican motion to recom-
mit which would have prohibited this 
transfer of responsibility and made 
clear that America’s national security 
is and should be the responsibility of 
America alone. That happened to be a 
vote on January 4 of 2007. 

In the Fifth Congressional District in 
Florida, which I represent, and I know, 
Ms. FOXX, in your district, too, pro-
tecting of our borders is so important. 
Let me read a quote from then Minor-
ity Whip STENY HOYER. The quote was 
made November 25, 2006: ‘‘I believe 
there is virtually unanimous agree-
ment in the Congress that we must se-
cure our borders and know who is en-
tering our country.’’ 

Contrast that with May of 2006, and 
then what we have is a total change on 
June 15, 2007, when, just 6 months after 
the Democrats took power in the 
House, 214 Democrats voted against a 
Republican proposal to provide funds 
necessary for the construction of at 
least two layers of reinforced fencing, 
the installation of additional and phys-
ical barriers, road lighting, cameras 
and sensors, so that we could make our 
borders secure. This certainly is not 
the secure U.S. border promise that 
was made before the election. 

The Fifth Congressional District has 
a large number of retirees in it and 
people who are relying on Social Secu-
rity. They truly care about the future 
of our country and the absolute need to 
be very careful about protecting future 
generations. 

Let me read a quote that was made 
and that is that they were going to re-
form entitlement spending to protect 
future generations. But here’s where 
the broken promise came in. The Dem-
ocrat budget actually puts off tough 
and divisive decisions. Democrats did 
not include proposals to control the 
growth of entitlement programs that 
are projected to swamp the rest of the 
budget. Again, another broken prom-
ise. 

While you have a list there of 100 bro-
ken promises, whether it’s the trans-
parency issue or whether it is reform-
ing entitlement spending, or let me end 
with one that is so important to my 
district and that is Social Security and 
the Social Security trust fund. I would 
like to read a quote, and this was in 
March 2007 by a member of the Demo-
crat Party from New Jersey. He said, 
‘‘We will not borrow the money from 
the Social Security trust fund and 
from other creditors around the 
world.’’ 

However, when there was a Repub-
lican proposal to prohibit increases in 
the authorization spending levels if the 
Social Security surplus has been spent 
the previous year, that same Member 
from New Jersey voted to virtually 
break his promise. That’s what Ameri-
cans are concerned about. That’s ex-
actly why the rating of Congress is 
down to 14. I think it’s a combination 
of thus far the very, very serious bro-
ken promises and what the Senate was 
about to do on immigration. 

b 2000 
Americans are very disappointed, and 

I thank the gentlelady from North 
Carolina for bringing this issue to the 
House floor. It’s important that we re-
mind the citizens, Republicans, Demo-
crats and Independents of the broken 
promises that have only happened the 
first 6 months of the Democrat control 
of this House. 

I thank the gentlelady for bringing 
this very important issue up. 

Ms. FOXX. I thank my colleague 
from Florida, who also represents a 
fifth district, as I represent the Fifth 
District in North Carolina. We share 
our names together and the districts 
that we represent, and our respective 
States together. 

I am going to speak a little bit more 
from this report, and then I am going 
to recognize one of my colleagues from 
Texas. I think it’s important to sort of 
set the stage again for these com-
ments. I am very grateful to my two 
colleagues for being with me tonight. 

Democratic Promise No. 2, now, as 
my colleague from Florida said, there 
are a lot more than 100 of these prom-
ises. We have taken the Top 100. Be-
tween now and the next 6 months, we 
know there are going to be a lot more 
than that, but we only have time to 
deal with the first 100. 

But this was Democratic Promise No. 
2 that I want to highlight, ‘‘We will 
make this the most honest, ethical and 
open Congress in history,’’ Speaker- 
elect NANCY PELOSI, press conference, 
November 8, 2006. 

Broken promises, this is a quote from 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer editorial, 
June 10, 2007, entitled, ‘‘A Wake-Up 
Call for Congress. When Democrats re-
captured the House last November 
after 12 years of the minority, they 
promised voters ‘the most honest, the 
most open and most ethical Congress.’ 
Five months after Nancy Pelosi and 
her leadership took control, that prom-
ise remains unfulfilled.’’ 

With so little in the way of accom-
plishments, is it any wonder that a new 
poll released by Gallup last week 
showed that just 14 percent of Ameri-
cans have confidence in this Congress, 
an all-time low. The previous low point 
for Congress was 18 percent at several 
points in the time period from 1991 to 
1994, the last time Democrats were in 
power. 

Indeed, one of the only meaningful 
accomplishments of this Congress to 
date has been legislation enacted to 
fully fund American troops fighting the 
war on terror, a bill that was carried 
on the strength of a unified Republican 
Party. Nearly half of the 39 bills signed 
into law either named Federal property 
or billed a road. 

In sharp contrast, Republicans have 
spoken with one voice and kept our 
promise made to the American people 6 
months ago to return to our core prin-
ciples and focus on a smaller, less cost-
ly, accountable government. Moreover, 
a unified Republican Conference has 
proven formidable, effective and suc-

cessful in exposing flaws and strength-
ening Democratic legislation by pass-
ing 14 GOP motions to recommit in 
just 6 months, more than House Demo-
crats were able to accomplish in their 
12-year stint in the minority. 

In many ways, the new Democratic 
majority has simply picked up where 
the old Democratic majority left off, a 
long list of broken promises, little in 
the way of accomplishments, and dan-
gerously disconnected from the Amer-
ican people. 

I came to Congress because I wanted 
to make changes in a positive way and 
represent the people of my district and 
the country in a very, very positive 
way. I think most Members came here 
for that. It troubles me to see an ap-
proval rating of only 14 percent. That 
is not good for this institution; it is 
not good for this country. 

I want us to be able to revive the at-
titude of the American people toward 
the Congress. That is why we are hold-
ing up these promises that the Demo-
crats have made and not fulfilled that 
let people know the difference between 
the Democrats and the Republicans in 
this body. 

I would now like to recognize my 
good colleague from the State of Texas 
(Mr. CARTER), who is going to share 
some more insights into these broken 
promises. 

Mr. CARTER. I thank my friend and 
colleague from North Carolina. 

This is an interesting document that 
we have got here. I have got a copy, 
certainly a smaller version than is on 
the board there. These Top 100 broken 
promises, I thought it would just be in-
teresting to just thumb through here 
and turn to a page and see if we can 
find one that we might find inter-
esting. 

I am just going to randomly look 
here. Let’s see, energy policy, Energy 
Independence Day. 

Promise: ‘‘We will make this 4th of 
July Energy Independence Day.’’ 
That’s coming up next week, I believe. 
That’s from Speaker-elect NANCY 
PELOSI back on May 9, 2007, at a press 
conference. ‘‘The House energy bill has 
evolved into a heated internecine bat-
tle’’ that threatens to spoil Democrats’ 
hope of passing an overall energy pol-
icy by July 4. ‘‘Pelosi versus Dingell 
Heats Up.’’ ‘‘Energy Tension Rises At 
Meeting,’’ Roll Call, one of our news-
papers here on the Hill, June 13, 2007. 
‘‘House Members will depart for the 4th 
of July district work period without 
passing independence energy legisla-
tion of any kind.’’ That’s a quick look 
through here. 

Let’s look over here at something 
else. ‘‘Eliminate Reliance on Foreign 
Oil,’’ promise: ‘‘To free America from 
dependence on foreign oil, we will 
achieve energy independence for Amer-
ica by 2020 by eliminating reliance on 
oil from the Middle East and other un-
stable regions of the world.’’ 

‘‘NANCY PELOSI, A New Direction for 
America,’’ her speech, page 6. ‘‘During 
the first 6 months of the Democrat- 
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controlled Congress, no energy inde-
pendence legislation has been passed by 
the House, much less sent to the Presi-
dent’s desk. But 228 Democrats voted 
to impose more than $6.5 billion in new 
taxes on small and independent Amer-
ican energy producers, which will lead 
to less domestic supply, higher prices 
for consumers, and an increase in 
America’s dependence on foreign 
sources.’’ That’s also from Roll Call. 

Let’s turn over here a couple of more 
pages and look at what we can find. 

Probably one of the things that 
Americans worry about most is their 
security for their families and their 
that children. You know, we don’t ever 
want the United States of America to 
have to suffer the kind of terrorist ac-
tivity that our friends in Israel suffer 
where, when you send your kids to the 
park to play ball or just swing or just 
visit with their friends, there is some 
idiot that wants to blow you up and 
kill you. We don’t want that in this 
country. Homeland Security is impor-
tant. 

The Democrats, when they ran the 
last election, they made promises that 
they would implement all of the 9/11 
Commission report. That was kind of 
their campaign. 

‘‘On the first day we control Con-
gress, we will begin by passing all of 
the 9/11 Commission recommenda-
tions,’’ that’s what the then minority 
leader NANCY PELOSI promised in the 
last election cycle campaign. 

Another part of that promise, ‘‘House 
Minority Leader NANCY PELOSI says 
she plans to pass all of the 9/11 Com-
mission recommendations within 100 
legislative hours of a Democrat take-
over of the House of Representatives.’’ 
That comes from Congressional Quar-
terly. 

But, now, I am afraid that promise 
got broken. Let’s see what they actu-
ally did here. ‘‘But the 9/11 package 
will not include a reorganization of 
congressional oversight of Homeland 
Security Department or an attempt to 
declassify the intelligence budget, de-
spite the fact that those two were key 
recommendations. Although the Demo-
crats pledged during the election to 
implement all of the Commission’s 
unfulfilled recommendations, aides 
now concede that doing so will be hard-
er than they thought,’’ Congressional 
Daily, December 15, 2006. 

‘‘Pass clean spending bills without 
Iraq policy changes. House Defense Ap-
propriations Subcommittee Ranking 
Member John Murtha, Democrat from 
Pennsylvania, told reporters last week 
that he would not use the spending 
bills to enact policy on Iraq, a war he 
strongly opposes.’’ That’s from Con-
gressional Daily. 

Then we have ‘‘A Broken Promise.’’ 
An editorial in the Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette accused Democrats of using 
the supplemental spending bill to au-
thor resolutions that would severely 
restrict supplies and reinforcements for 
American troops in harm’s way and 
would tie the President’s hands by im-

posing all kinds of conditions on his 
ability to reinforce the troops. It 
comes from the Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette editorial, February 21, 2006. 

CNN John Roberts questioned JOHN 
MURTHA, Democrat from Pennsylvania, 
about his slow-bleed scheme to under-
mine our generals and our troops on 
the ground on the American Morning, 
CNN, April, 2007. Mr. Roberts asked 
‘‘You heard what President Bush said, 
that Congress shouldn’t be microman-
aging the war. What do you say?’’ JOHN 
MURTHA, ‘‘That’s our job, John.’’ 

On the upcoming Department of De-
fense spending bill, it’s clear that 
House Democrats and Representative 
MURTHA do intend to attach to the lat-
est version of his slow-bleed scheme to 
undermine our troops. House Democrat 
leaders are considering votes next 
month on another legislative package 
aimed at changing course in Iraq and 
might announce those plans this 
week,’’ said aides Monday. ‘‘The Iraq 
language would be an attached to the 
Defense Appropriations bill.’’ This was 
June 26, 2007, ‘‘Democrats Weighing At-
tempt to Change Course of Iraq War,’’ 
another broken promise. 

Let’s thumb over here just a little bit 
more and see what we can do. Some-
thing that—I just heard a lecture this 
morning by an expert from over at 
Georgetown University on inter-
national terrorism, where he told us in 
an hour-long lecture that the resources 
that we have on the ground, and the in-
telligence community and the special 
operations forces that operate are crit-
ical in being able to bring down al 
Qaeda, which is a world-wide network, 
and, quite frankly, very, very much 
still alive in countries like England 
and Western Europe, and their number 
one target is still to attack the United 
States of America. 

He stressed that we have got to have 
intelligence at every level assisting us 
in finding these people. I think this 
was recognized when we started this 
session of Congress. 

Here is a promise, ‘‘We all, Demo-
crats and Republicans alike, take very 
seriously our responsibility to protect 
the American people. We know the im-
portant role that intelligence plays in 
that.’’ 

Another bill, another promise, ‘‘This 
bill contains robust funding for critical 
intelligence programs.’’ The first quote 
was from NANCY PELOSI. This is from 
SILVESTRE REYES, chairman of the In-
telligence Committee. 

But here is the broken promise. 
‘‘Democrats pledge to provide full 
funding for critical intelligence pro-
grams. But just months after taking 
power, they took precious resources 
away from critical intelligence pro-
grams and used the money to fund re-
search on global warming instead. Led 
by U.S. Representative SILVESTRE 
REYES of Texas, a coalition of D.C. 
Democrats say national security will 
be better served if the CIA cash is used 
for global warming research, because 
apparently there just aren’t enough 

people studying this issue out there.’’ 
This is from an article that says Intel-
ligence Committee Threatens National 
Committee, Detroit News editorial, 
May 13, 2007. 

We can move on. This is fun. You just 
turn to a page and see what we have 
got here. I welcome anybody to come 
turn the page for me. I am not making 
these things up here. 

‘‘Reform Entitlement Spending to 
Protect Future Generations. This sum-
mer, Office of Management and Budget 
Director Rob Portman said the admin-
istration would return to entitlements 
and taxes in earnest following the elec-
tions. Senior Democrats on the House 
and Senate Budget Committees, Sen-
ator Kent Conrad of North Dakota, and 
Representative John Spratt of South 
Carolina, responded by saying Con-
gress, not the administration, must 
drive these efforts.’’ That’s from The 
Hill newspaper. 

b 2015 

But the broken promises, but the 
Democrat budget plan puts off tough 
and divisive decisions. Democrats did 
not include proposals to control growth 
and entitlement programs that are pro-
jected to swamp the rest of the budget 
in coming decades as the baby boom 
generation retires. 

That comes from Congressional Quar-
terly March 29, 2007. Democrat budget 
does nothing to curtail runaway enti-
tlement spending, Tallahassee Demo-
crat editorial April 16, 2007. 

So we’ve just got promise after prom-
ise after promise. And as my colleague 
from North Carolina pointed out to us 
tonight, we’ve got an approval rating 
of this Congress at 14 percent, the low-
est in the history of the United States 
Congress, by my understanding. The 
last time we were close to this low was 
back when the Democrats were last in 
power back just before 1994. 

This is a sacred body here. And it’s 
important to win elections, and people 
use a lot of tools to win elections. 

But back where I come from, and 
where a lot of the folks around here 
come from, when you tell somebody 
you’re going to do something, you 
ought to do it. 

I once had a man tell me, if you ever 
serve in a legislative body, the greatest 
tool you take to that body is your 
word. And if you give somebody your 
word, you ought to keep it. And if you 
don’t keep it, you ought to go home. 
And that’s a man named Bob Johnson, 
who there now is an office building in 
the Capitol complex in Austin, Texas 
named after this great Texan. That is 
great advice. And that’s why these bro-
ken promises, I think, should weigh 
upon all of us because, quite frankly, a 
man or a woman’s word ought to be 
their bond. And if you say you’re going 
to do something, you ought to do it, 
and if you can’t do it, you ought to at 
least try. And if you’re not going to 
try, then you’ve broken your promise. 
And that’s really not what this House 
ought to be all about. 
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I know there’s a lot of campaign 

rhetoric, but a lot of these things were 
not said in campaign and, in fact, 
many of them were said right on the 
floor of this House as a pledge to the 
colleagues in this House. These pledges 
shouldn’t be broken. We have a duty to 
raise the level of honor that it now 
seems to be the American people seem 
to be perceived is lost in this House of 
Representatives. I hope we can all take 
my friend Bob Johnson, who’s now 
passed away, his advice. Let’s make 
our word our bond. 

I’ll yield back to my colleague from 
North Carolina. 

Ms. FOXX. I thank the gentleman 
from Texas for coming over and help-
ing shed some light on this subject. As 
he has pointed out, and our colleague 
from Florida pointed out, a lot of 
things have been said, not just in the 
heat of a campaign, but in very delib-
erate opportunities, either on the floor 
of the House or in plans that were 
drawn up, in press releases. These were 
not slips of the tongue that were made. 

And let me point out to anyone who 
might have just joined us that, in addi-
tion to having the Official Truth Squad 
which has been operating for about 18 
months here in the House to correct 
misstatements that are made by the 
people on the other side of the aisle so 
often, a group of us are going to be 
highlighting this new report which has 
just come out today, House Democrats 
Top 100 Broken Promises, put together 
by the Republican leaders offices here 
in the House of Representatives. We 
think it’s important to highlight what 
was promised to the American people 
last year, this year and what have been 
the results of those. 

In fact, while my colleague from 
Texas was speaking, I was just think-
ing about the fact that most of our col-
leagues have left the Chamber tonight, 
they’re on their way home for the 4th 
of July recess. And I can remember, it 
has been just a short time ago, that the 
Democrats promised that they would 
get all the appropriations bills passed 
by the 4th of July recess. I’m not sure 
that that broken promise is even in 
here. But as of today, we passed 6 out 
of 12. So half of the appropriations bills 
got passed. 

Now, I’ve even had some of them ac-
cuse us of being the problem in not 
being able to get the bills passed or not 
being able to go home on Friday after-
noon. And I looked at one of my col-
leagues one day who said that, and I 
said, wait a minute; who’s in charge 
here? You all blamed us last year for 
things we didn’t accomplish. Now 
you’re blaming us for things you don’t 
accomplish. I find it very interesting 
that they’re very good at doing that. 

So our goal here is to simply hold 
them accountable. I think the Amer-
ican people want their government 
held accountable for what we promise 
to do. And as I said earlier, I’m very 
troubled by having come to a House 
that I revere so much, this House of 
Representatives, and find that the 

American people have such a low opin-
ion of us, based partly, I think, on this 
very situation that we’re faced with, 
promises made, promises broken. 

I know when I was a child, and I 
know with my daughter and with my 
grandchildren, they take promises 
very, very seriously. And I think the 
American people take promises very, 
very seriously. 

And I know that Republicans did not 
always live up to their reputation of 
being fiscal conservatives in the last 4 
years, I would say, that they were in 
control of this House. But I don’t think 
anybody can accuse us of having bro-
ken promises the way the Democrats 
have broken promises. 

I, like most of my colleagues, want 
to work with the Democrats on getting 
things accomplished for the American 
people. But we find that difficult to do 
when we know that we can’t count on 
their word. 

I want to bring up a few more of 
these promises that have been made 
and broken that I think are going to be 
very, very good for the American peo-
ple to be reminded of. I’m going to go 
in this report that’s highlighted here 
to Democratic Promise No. 16, lower 
gasoline prices. I know this is a big 
concern in my district. It’s a big con-
cern to me. Promise: ‘‘Democrats have 
a plan to lower gas prices. Join Demo-
crats who are working to lower gas 
prices now.’’ That was said by then mi-
nority leader NANCY PELOSI, Democrat, 
California in a press release, April 19, 
2006. 

Broken promise: And I’m going to 
quote from USA Today, May 22, 2007. 
‘‘The average price of gasoline hit 
$3.218 a gallon, up a stunning 11.5 cents 
the past week, and just half a penny 
shy of the inflation adjusted record the 
government reported. The average is 
almost certain this week to pass the 
inflation adjusted high of 3.223 recorded 
in May 1981 by the Energy Information 
Administration.’’ And that comes from 
an article entitled Average Gasoline 
Price Nears 1981 Average. And as I said, 
it’s from USA Today, May 22, 2007. 

Democrats have been in power for 6 
months and gas prices have gone up, 
not down. 

Democratic Promise No. 17: Make en-
ergy reform a top priority. Promise: 
‘‘Democrats promise to hit the ground 
running on energy issues if they win 
control of the House or Senate. Re-
sponding to voters concerns about $3 a 
gallon gasoline and the soaring cost of 
home heating oil, Democratic leaders 
in both Chambers have ranked energy 
as one of their top priorities for the 
next Congress.’’ That’s from an article 
entitled Energy Reserving a Front 
Burner, National Journal, September 9, 
2006. 

Broken promise: And this is a quote 
from Energy and Environment Daily, 
May 18, 2007. ‘‘House Speaker NANCY 
PELOSI, Democrat, California, issued a 
clear directive soon after Democrats 
took control of Congress this year, 
promising a comprehensive energy and 

climate change bill on the House floor 
by the 4th of July. But with five legis-
lative work weeks to go before that 
deadline, House Democrats are still 
left with the task of cobbling together 
a bill from as many as 11 committees. 
As for the deadline itself, a House 
Democratic aide close to the process 
said the package will not arrive on the 
House floor before the July 4th recess.’’ 

Well, that aide was certainly correct. 
We just adjourned today for the 4th of 
July recess, and we certainly did not 
have an energy bill to vote on. And 6 
months after the Democrats took 
power in Congress, no comprehensive 
energy reform has ever been passed by 
the House, much less sent to the Sen-
ate. 

Democratic Promise No. 18: Make 
global warming a top priority. Prom-
ise: Again from Speaker NANCY PELOSI. 
‘‘The most urgent environmental issue 
facing us today is global warming.’’ 
And this comes from a piece attributed 
to the Speaker, a New Direction for 
America, page 9. 

Broken promise: June 1, 2007, Con-
gress Daily PM. ‘‘Pelosi says global 
warming bill might wait until next 
year. Doesn’t sound like it’s a very ur-
gent issue if they’re going to put it off 
for a year.’’ 

And the promises and the broken 
promises related to energy continue to 
go on and on and on. 

Mr. CARTER. Will the gentlelady 
yield? 

Ms. FOXX. I will be happy to yield to 
my colleague from Texas. 

Mr. CARTER. And I thank the 
gentlelady for yielding to me. 

As you were reading those inter-
esting broken promises, I was thumb-
ing through here and saw my name in 
one of them so I thought I might read 
about it. Broken promise No. 43: Pro-
tect U.S. Borders. Promise: ‘‘I believe 
there is virtually unanimous agree-
ment in Congress that we must secure 
our borders and know who is entering 
our country.’’ Then-House Minority 
Whip STENY HOYER, press release May 
25, 2006. 

Promise: ‘‘Democrats are for the rule 
of law. We want to get the border secu-
rity right. We would do what’s nec-
essary to protect our borders.’’ Then 
House Minority Whip STENY HOYER, 
press release December 15, 2005. 

Broken promise: ‘‘Just 6 months 
after Democrats took power in the 
House, 114 House Democrats voted 
against a Republican proposal to pro-
vide the funds necessary for construc-
tion of at least two layers of reinforced 
fencing, the installation of additional 
physical barrier, roads, lighting cam-
eras and sensors pursuant to section 
102 (b)(1) of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigration Responsibility 
Act of 1986.’’ This comes from the GOP 
Motion to Recommit, a rollcall vote, 
June 15, 2007. 

Broken promise: ‘‘218 Democrats 
voted against an amendment by Rep-
resentative John Carter, Republican, 
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Texas to strike new bureaucratic hur-
dles in the Homeland Security Appro-
priations bill designed to undermine 
the Department’s efforts to complete 
the construction of the fence along the 
border. As Brit Hume said recently on 
Fox News: ‘House Democrats added 
more than a dozen new rules the ad-
ministration must meet before it can 
spend more money on the border fence.’ 
Special report, Brit Hume, Fox News, 
June 18, 2007.’’ And I thank the 
gentlelady for yielding. 

Ms. FOXX. Well, thank you for help-
ing to get on the record these broken 
promises. 

b 2030 

I think over the next several months, 
we will do our best to make sure that 
we bring them out one after another, 
and I am sure we are probably going to 
have another hundred of them to be 
able to talk about in the next 6 months 
without any difficulty. 

I want to talk about fiscal responsi-
bility and taxes a little bit because I 
think this is something else the Amer-
ican people are quite concerned about. 
Let me talk about Democratic Promise 
No. 49, ‘‘Restore Fiscal Responsi-
bility.’’ Promise: ‘‘Democrats offer a 
New Direction which includes fiscal re-
sponsibility,’’ Democratic Caucus 
Chairman JAMES CLYBURN, press re-
lease, October 10, 2006. 

Promise: ‘‘We will work together to 
lead the House of Representatives with 
a commitment to integrity, to civility, 
and to fiscal responsibility,’’ Speaker- 
Elect NANCY PELOSI, press release, No-
vember 16, 2006. 

Promise: ‘‘It is imperative to the fu-
ture of our Nation that we come to-
gether, Democrats and Republicans, 
and restore fiscal responsibility,’’ Ma-
jority Leader STENY HOYER, Democrat, 
Maryland, press release, January 23, 
2007. 

Broken promise, and this comes from 
the Post and Courier in Charleston, 
South Carolina: ‘‘CLYBURN Defends 
Budget Earmarks,’’ February 21, 2007. 
‘‘Now Democratic Whip JAMES CLY-
BURN, Democrat, South Carolina, also 
said he loves appearing in the Citizens 
Against Government Waste Pig Book. 
‘I want to be there as often as I pos-
sibly can for as much money as I pos-
sibly can,’ he said.’’ 

Folks, these are not conservative 
publications that are putting these 
quotes out and calling the Democrats 
to task. These are what we would gen-
erally call liberal newspapers. And 
there are lots of quotes from the New 
York Times. I just haven’t gotten to 
them yet. 

Broken promise relating to the prom-
ises I just read: ‘‘Democrats resorted to 
begging, threatening, and, worst of all, 
bribing Members for their votes with 
$21 billion in pork-barrel projects . . . 
Loading a bill that’s supposed to keep 
our soldiers in bullets, boots, and 
beans, pork-barrel bribes for congres-
sional colleagues must be a low point 
in the history of the U.S. Congress. 

This destroys any pretense Democrats 
have to being a party of fiscal responsi-
bility and good government.’’ This 
came from the Colorado Springs Ga-
zette editorial, March 27, 2007, in an 
editorial entitled ‘‘Buying Votes; Mili-
tary Funding Bill a Stain on Con-
gress.’’ 

Broken Promise: ‘‘It’s hard to say 
which is worse: Democratic leaders of-
fering peanuts for a vote of this mag-
nitude or Members allowing their votes 
to be bought for peanuts.’’ This is from 
a USA Today editorial, March 22, 2007, 
entitled ‘‘Pork Has No Place in ‘Emer-
gency’ War Bill.’’ 

These are the kinds of things that 
make the American public cynical 
about their elected officials. And it is 
nothing that the Republicans are say-
ing about the Democrats. It is what the 
publications of this country are saying 
about them and showing over and over 
and over how they have broken their 
promises. I don’t think that we could 
probably get into a stack up to here of 
all of the statements that have been 
made in all of the presses about the 
broken promises of the Democrats in 
the first 6 months of their majority 
reign, but I do think that it is impor-
tant that we point out some of them so 
people can make the comparison be-
tween what has been said to them and 
what was promised to them. 

Democratic Promise No. 57. It is enti-
tled ‘‘Institute ‘PAYGO’ to Control 
Spending.’’ 

Promise by Speaker NANCY PELOSI on 
her Web site: ‘‘Democrats are com-
mitted to fiscal responsibility through 
pay-as-you-go budgets so that our chil-
dren and grandchildren are not saddled 
with mountains of debt.’’ 

Broken promise, and again this is not 
coming from a Republican or conserv-
ative publication. This is coming from 
the San Diego Union Tribune in an edi-
torial dated April 16, 2007. The quote: 
‘‘In Washington . . . congressional 
leaders have imposed pay-as-you-go 
budget rules that exclude the existing 
entitlement programs, such as Medi-
care and Medicaid, which dominate 
Federal spending. So ‘PAYGO’ is really 
just political cover for new taxes to 
support new spending.’’ 

Some of the people in the country 
have gotten this other than the Repub-
lican Members of this Congress, and it 
is very important that these things be 
published so that people understand 
what they are doing. 

Let me give you one more here. 
Democratic Promise No. 58, ‘‘Adopt 
Honest Budgets.’’ Promise: ‘‘The new 
Democratic-led House takes America 
in a new direction, a fiscally respon-
sible budget with the right priorities. 
Budget Committee Chairman JOHN 
SPRATT is a master of the budget, and 
he and his team have done an out-
standing job reflecting the right Amer-
ican priorities and values,’’ Speaker 
NANCY PELOSI, press release, March 21, 
2007. 

Broken promise: ‘‘American families 
don’t have the option of using gim-

micks to put their family budgets in 
order. But such rules weren’t applied 
by House Democrats in crafting their 
budget, which is loaded with trickery 
that hardly reflects American prior-
ities and values. The House and Senate 
versions of the budget depend on re-
serve funds to pay for additional spend-
ing. There is only one catch: The re-
serve funds are empty.’’ And the title 
of this, ‘‘Democrats Banking on Empty 
Reserves.’’ The source, Los Angeles 
Times, March 27, 2007. Again, hardly a 
conservative place to come up. 

We talked earlier about earmarks, 
and I think that it is very important, 
again, that we talk a little bit more 
about the issue of earmarks because I 
think that was one of the more egre-
gious of the promises that were made 
and then broken by the Democrats. 
And had we not called their hand on it 
2 weeks ago in this very Chamber with 
our standing up and protesting what 
they were doing to keep the earmarks 
a secret so that the American people 
could not judge whether the votes we 
were taking on the bills were votes 
that we should be taking, but, no, the 
Democrats had promised transparency, 
but they weren’t about to do it until 
we made them do it. 

Democratic Promise No. 68: ‘‘Allow 
Lawmakers to Challenge Individual 
Earmarks.’’ Promise: ‘‘I think, first of 
all, with any bill, any provision, 
whether it is an earmark or not, there 
should be transparency. So that is 
what we have said, and I hope you 
would agree, that before Members vote 
on a bill, there should be appropriate 
time for people to be able to read it, 
that it would be a matter of public 
record, and if there is an earmark that 
can stand the scrutiny, then that 
transparency will give the opportunity 
for it to be there,’’ then Minority Lead-
er NANCY PELOSI in a press conference, 
March 16, 2006. 

Broken promise: ‘‘Rather than in-
cluding specific pet projects, grants, 
and contracts in legislation as it is 
being written, Democrats are following 
an order by House Appropriations Com-
mittee chairman to keep the bills free 
of such earmarks until it is too late for 
critics to effectively challenge them.’’ 
The title of the article: ‘‘House Demo-
crats Sidestep Their Own Rule to 
Shield Lawmakers’ Pet Projects From 
Scrutiny,’’ Associated Press, June 3, 
2007. 

As I said earlier, we believe that it is 
our responsibility to bring to the 
American people a list of these broken 
promises, the promises made and then 
the promises broken, because the 
House Democrats haven’t kept their 
promises to the American people, 
whether it is the result of inaction or 
an inability to govern. On issue after 
issue, the 110th Congress has failed to 
meet the needs of working families, 
soldiers battling radical jihadists, sen-
ior citizens, and others who are waiting 
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for Washington to offer serious solu-
tions to the problems facing the coun-
try. One look at the polls shows Ameri-
cans are taking notice and they aren’t 
pleased. 

But where the majority is failing to 
lead, Republicans are stepping up. 
While Democrats broke their promise 
to operate the House floor in an open, 
fair, and bipartisan manner, Repub-
licans have found ways to strengthen 
and expose flaws in Democratic bills. 
While Democrats broke their promise 
to lead the most open, honest, and eth-
ical Congress in history, Republicans 
are pushing for commonsense ethics 
rules that hold lawmakers to a higher 
standard. While Democrats broke their 
promise to deliver transparency in 
spending taxpayer dollars, Republicans 
have forced the majority to restore 
GOP earmark reforms that bring great-
er transparency and accountability to 
Federal spending. While Democrats 
broke their promise to enact legisla-
tion that makes America energy inde-
pendent, Republicans believe we can 
lower gas prices and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign energy by increasing 
domestic energy supplies, conserving 
more, and investing in the technologies 
of tomorrow. While Democrats broke 
their promise to be fiscally responsible 
increasing taxes and spending in tan-
dem, Republicans put forth a plan that 
balances the Federal budget without 
raising taxes. And while Democrats 
broke their promise to make national 
and homeland security a priority, 
House Republicans have stood united 
to provide our troops the resources 
they need to defeat al Qaeda and rad-
ical jihadists and are determined to se-
cure our borders and enforce our immi-
gration laws. 

While Republicans are working to 
earn back the majority, Democrats are 
acting like the entrenched majority 
they led before, saying one thing to 
Americans outside of Washington and 
doing something different inside the 
Capitol building. 

Over the next few weeks, every House 
Democrat must answer this key ques-
tion: Why haven’t you kept your prom-
ises? 

I don’t have a Web site available like 
some of the other groups do. But I can 
tell you that this publication, ‘‘House 
Democrats’ Top 100 Broken Promises,’’ 
will be available from any Republican 
Member of this Congress, and I am sure 
that we can make it available. I am 
sure it is on a Web site, probably on 
the Web sites of all of the leadership: 
Republican Leader JOHN BOEHNER, Re-
publican Whip ROY BLUNT, Conference 
Chair ADAM PUTNAM, Policy Chairman 
THADDEUS MCCOTTER, Conference Vice 
Chair KAY GRANGER, Conference Sec-
retary JOHN CARTER, Chief Deputy 
Whip ERIC CANTOR, Rules Committee 
Ranking Republican DAVID DREIER. My 
guess is that it can be found on any of 
their Web sites. I am going to make 
sure that it is on my Web site in the 
next few days. 

But I think, again, it is important 
that we hold people to the promises 

that they have made and make sure 
that the American people don’t con-
tinue to have this very negative opin-
ion of the Congress of the United 
States. We want this House to be re-
spected. We want the Senate to be re-
spected. And we need to live up to our 
promises so that we can get on with 
the important work that the American 
people have sent us here to do. 

This is the people’s House, and I am 
extraordinarily proud to be a Member 
of this House. And I know I join with 
other Republicans in saying that we 
want to bring back respect and integ-
rity to this House so it is not called a 
House of hypocrisy. 

f 

b 2045 

AMERICA, MISSISSIPPI THANKS 
YOU 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HALL of New York). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank my colleagues for yielding me 
the time. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, about 22 
months ago the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
was hit with the worst hurricane in our 
Nation’s history. It was followed up by 
a disaster made by man, which was the 
insurance industry almost uniformly 
denying the claims of people who had 
paid their premiums for decades. So 
people who thought they were covered 
woke up the next day or the next week 
to discover that their house was gone, 
and that their insurance company that 
said they were in ‘‘good hands’’ or that 
might have been their ‘‘good neighbor’’ 
or were ‘‘on their side’’ weren’t going 
to pay. 

It has led to several problems, one of 
which will be addressed, we hope, in 
July with a promise by the Speaker 
PELOSI, Chairman FRANK, Chairwoman 
WATERS for a hearing in the Financial 
Services Committee to amend the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program to 
allow people to buy all-perils insurance 
through their Nation, something that 
will prevent the fight in the future in 
other areas of America where 52 per-
cent of Americans live. So if they go 
through the same sort of tragedy that 
the people of Mississippi went through, 
that they will be paid. Because the 
only people who did pay their claims 
last time, uniformly, was our Nation 
through the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

One of the ways that the American 
people responded to that, Mr. Speaker, 
is that by the thousands, all the way 
from kindergartners to grandparents, 
volunteers that have come to south 
Mississippi, they volunteered their 
time, they have given of their own per-
sonal treasure to help the people of 
south Mississippi rebuild who should 
have been paid by the insurance indus-
try but won’t. We’ve had so many 
groups. And I wish I could name them 

all and I wish I could have thanked 
them all. 

But one of the groups I did get a 
chance to visit with just recently was 
the St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic 
Church of Naperville, Illinois, again, 
one of the thousands of groups that 
have been to south Mississippi and con-
tinue to go to south Mississippi to help 
people rebuild their lives. 

We want to thank them and all the 
groups, but I also want to recognize a 
letter that they sent to my office. And 
it’s strange that they should even be 
thanking someone from my office, it is 
my office that should be thanking 
them. But I want to read their letter in 
gratitude for them, and thank them as 
a way of thanking all the people that 
helped. 

‘‘We are eternally grateful to you for 
sharing with us one of Mississippi’s fin-
est natural resources, Chris LaGarde.’’ 
Chris is an employee in my office. 

Since we first met Chris a year ago, 
we’ve come to know him as a dear 
friend, a counselor, a leader, a chef, a 
mentor and a pack rat. He is a great 
big energizer bunny in a bright orange 
jumpsuit, not only because he never 
stops, but because his presence ener-
gizes all of us. Chris is a man of com-
passion and passion. He is caring, lov-
ing, generous and the most humble 
man you could ever meet. He’s an ex-
cellent chef and host. 

Through all of the trials and tribu-
lations of finding work for our 60 vol-
unteers all week and feeding us twice 
this week, he always kept his 
composure, his sense of humor and his 
love for all of us. He is a role model not 
only for young adults, but for us older 
adults as well. He lends perspective to 
what is really important in all of our 
lives, not our iPods, TVs, cell phones, 
cars and homes, but our friends, family 
and fellow human beings. 

Chris is the epitome of the face of 
Christ, of service, of love for his fellow 
man. 

To the folks of St. Elizabeth Seton, 
know what you’ve said is really about 
yourselves and about the other people 
who’ve come to south Mississippi to 
help us out. And on behalf of the people 
of south Mississippi, I want to thank 
all of those volunteers for what they 
have done and what they continue to 
do. And on behalf of not only the peo-
ple of south Mississippi, but all of our 
fellow Americans, I think our fellow 
Americans have truly risen to the oc-
casion. And I, for one, am eternally 
grateful for their help. 

f 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN THE WHITE 
HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from New 
Hampshire (Mr. HODES) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I’m here 
tonight with my distinguished col-
league from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) to talk 
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